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Ofsted

Purpose and scope of the inspection

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Section 162A of the Education Act
2002, as amended, the purpose of which is to advise the Secretary of State for
Children, Schools and Families about the school’s suitability for continued registration
as an independent school.*

Information about the school

Menorah High School for Girls, located in north-west London, is an independent
school for Orthodox Jewish girls between the ages of 11 and 18 years. There are 195
girls, including five with statements of special education needs. The school opened in
September 2001, progressively building up from Year 7, and there are now 35
students in the sixth form. The school aims to instil in its students a firm foundation
that will prepare them for a life of committed 7orah observance using both chol/
(secular) and kodesh (Jewish Studies) curricula. The school sets out to provide a
broad and balanced education to enable its students to become confident, law-
abiding citizens with strong moral and spiritual values. The school was last inspected
by Ofsted in 2007.

Evaluation of the school

The Menorah High School for Girls provides a good quality of education that
matches its stated aims well and parents express a high level of satisfaction with its
work. The overwhelming majority of students make good progress in both kodesh
and chol because their attitudes to learning are outstanding and the quality of
teaching is good. They are very effectively supported by the careful monitoring of
their personal progress and by the purposeful individual attention they receive.
Safeguarding procedures are good and the provision for students’ welfare, health
and safety is good. Students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is
outstanding and so is their behaviour. The school meets all of the regulations for
independent schools except for one relating to the premises, but it has made only
satisfactory progress since the previous inspection as some aspects of its provision
are insufficiently developed.

Quality of education

The quality of education is good, underpinned by a good curriculum that is matched
well to the aspirations of parents and students. Small teaching groups, a high level of
individual attention and a strong emphasis on the integration of kodesh and cho/
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ensure that all students make at least good progress, can access further education
and training when they leave and are prepared well for life within the Jewish and the
wider community. Students follow a very full programme of learning and achieve
highly in their GCSE, AS- and A-level studies both in kodesh and chol. The work
covered supports the positive development of critical thinking skills, through for
example, the study of Rash/ (Medieval French commentator on the Bible and the
Talmud) and a comprehensive analysis of Biblical texts. The personal, social and
health education programme is taught through the prism of the 7orah. Good quality
art work is presented in stunning displays and students enjoy a wide range of
aesthetic opportunities, sometimes outside of the timetabled day, through regular
productions involving dance, drama and music which are organised by the students
themselves. Provision for physical education (PE) is satisfactory and there are plans
to further expand the PE curriculum to increase students’ opportunities to adopt
healthy lifestyles, in response to parents’ and students’ views. Information and
communication technology (ICT) is used regularly in design and technology. It is also
used most effectively, in conjunction with appropriate modifications to the
curriculum, to support students with special educational needs and/or disabilities.
Consequently, these students, including those who have a statement of educational
needs, benefit extremely well from what the school offers. However, the school
acknowledges the need to build up its resources to improve its currently satisfactory
provision for music and for ICT, which parents and students also noted. The
curriculum is enriched by a good range of regular educational visits which are
organised by the students with the support of staff.

The quality of teaching and assessment is good. As a result of the good teaching
they receive and their genuine engagement and enthusiasm for learning, the
majority of students make good progress. Relationships between staff and students
are very positive so that students strive to take a full part in classroom activities,
even when these occasionally do not match the needs of all students closely in some
mixed-ability groups. Teaching is characterised by good knowledge of subject areas
and of examination requirements, and good methodology. However, as ICT
resources are only just sufficient in range and quantity, both the teaching and the
learning are sometimes restricted. For example, students do not have as many
opportunities for using ICT for independent investigation and research as is desirable
to make further progress in these areas. Students receive helpful advice on how to
improve further through constructive verbal feedback and marking. However, the
quality of marking is not consistent throughout the school. Students achieve very
well when the teaching gives them individual attention and challenges them
consistently through lively and skilful questioning that makes them think at a deeper
level and helps them reach their potential, as was seen in art and textile work, for
example. Regular formal assessments reflect the requirements towards which
students are working. While these inform parents about their children’s progress, the
academic targets that are set are not always sufficiently clear to help students
achieve their next steps of learning. Some students are not fully and regularly
involved in the evaluation of their work and they rely heavily on their teachers to tell
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them how well they are doing. Consequently, they cannot progress at the faster rate
of which they are capable.

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of the students

Provision for the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of the students is
outstanding. Staff lead by example and create an exceptionally positive school ethos
that helps students to grow in self-confidence and to develop extremely strong
spiritual, moral and social values. A parent reflects the general view when saying, ‘All
staff are extremely approachable and truly care for our children.’” Students daven
(perform their daily prayers) with kavonah (great mental devotion), and the
commitment to 7orah values which they demonstrate helps them to become
responsible citizens and successful learners. Their attitude to work is outstanding and
is reflected in their enjoyment of lessons and their high levels of attendance.
Celebrations of festivals, Rosh Chodesh (first day of the lunar month) breakfasts and
the bas mitvah (coming of age) programme all add an extra dimension to help the
girls develop into confident individuals. As one student wrote, ‘The school is like a
second home to us all, it has reached out and touched every heart and soul.” Moral
teaching permeates every aspect of daily life, effectively instiling in the students the
importance of distinguishing and choosing between right and wrong. The study of
middos (ethics) contributes to their outstanding behaviour. Students concentrate on
various character traits which they seek to develop for their own personal growth.
They learn to interact positively with peers of different ages, especially through
extra-curricular activities such as the yearly show and Shabbatonim (Sabbath
programme of education and celebration) and through the homework club, where
the older students support their younger peers.

Students’ social development and economic awareness are promoted, in a variety of
ways, through their work with the local and wider Jewish community. They raise
significant funds for charity, visit a residential home for the elderly and provide
voluntary domestic help to local families. Through their work in economics and
politics, such as debating the benefits of cheating and collusion, they learn about
public institutions and the world of finance. Students say that they feel well prepared
for their futures because the school enables them to explore all choices. When
commemorating Holocaust Memorial Day, students have opportunities to reflect
personally on what can happen when racism and prejudice are left unchecked and
thank those who have contributed to saving Jewish lives. Students are taught to be
tolerant of other cultures and have respect for all, regardless of race or colour. They
have good opportunities to learn about other cultures through history and
geography. English literature and current events lessons support discussions about
equality and discrimination, for example in the context of the American Civil Rights
movement.
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Welfare, health and safety of the students

The provision for students’ welfare, health and safety is good. The school ensures
that all the necessary policies are implemented to meet the regulations and there are
good safeguarding procedures in place. The comprehensive child protection policy
reflects current guidance and all staff receive the appropriate level of training. Staff
are vigilant in their supervision of the students and rigorously monitor any accidents,
incidents, or events outside of the school that affect them directly. Consequently,
students say they feel safe and secure. In discussion, students are clear that they
have someone to turn to within the circle of staff should the need arise. Students
develop a sound understanding of how to live healthily through the two curricula and
visits from a nurse. However, this aspect of the provision, which was highlighted as
an area for improvement in the previous inspection report, is still underdeveloped.

Access and facilities for the disabled are available in the school when the need
arises. The school fulfils its duties under the Disability and Discrimination Act 2002.

Suitability of the proprietor and staff

Procedures for checks on staff, including those with the Criminal Records Bureau, are
implemented systematically in conformity with the regulations. Records of checks are
up-to-date and kept securely on a single central register.

School’s premises and accommodation

The move to the new building has had a positive effect on the quality of education
and care provision. Classrooms are more spacious and there are three laboratories,
an assembly hall and a designated sixth form area that is greatly appreciated by the
students. The special needs unit, with its good provision for ICT support, is a safe
and secure environment for learning. There is a maintenance programme in place to
refurbish the older buildings where needed. The area for outdoor play and games is
limited, which restricts students’ physical development because alternative
arrangements are not made on a regular basis.

Provision of information for parents, carers and others

The school complies fully with the regulations requiring it to provide information for
parents and carers, as well as for local authorities that fund placements. The use of
new computer software enables parents to receive regular and up-to-date
information about their children’s progress, although parents are not fully involved in
the setting of academic targets for their children, and so do not have all the
information they need to help their children make further progress.

Procedures for handling complaints

The school’'s complaints procedures are clear and comply with the regulations.
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Compliance with regulatory requirements

The school meets all of the Education (Independent School Standards) (England)
Regulations 2003 as amended January 2005, with one exception.

The school does not meet all requirements in respect of the premises and
accommodation (standard 5) and must:

B ensure that there are appropriate arrangements for providing outside space
for students to play safely (paragraph 5(t)).

What the school could do to improve further

While not required by regulations, the school might wish to consider the following
points for development.

B Further improve its provision for music and for ICT by continuing to build up
resources and planning regular opportunities for students to further develop
their musical and ICT skills.

B Help students to progress at an even faster rate by involving them fully and
regularly in the evaluation of their work, not just through constructive verbal
feedback, but also through marking that consistently shows them exactly
how to improve and is consistently linked to the setting of clear academic
targets.

B Further expand the PE curriculum to increase students’ opportunities to
adopt healthy lifestyles.
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